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TRANSFORM
NOW
“The future has always been and will always be defined by people with the
passion and the drive to push beyond borders and beyond boundaries; by
people who will move mountains if the mountains are getting in the way. The
Future will always be about making possible what seems impossible today.”
Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Paduka Limkokwing
President, Limkokwing University of Creative Technology

“Innovation in Education”

“Limkokwing University is an institution that has been pushing innovation in education
for the past 20 years and at its helm is a man who has been advocating change through
innovation for more than 3 decades. I commend Tan Sri Limkokwing personally for
his untiring commitment to creativity and innovation and I am certain the many students who hone their creative talents at his learning institutions are inspired by his dedication and zest for all things new and innovative.”
YAB Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Tun Abdul Razak
Prime Minister of Malaysia

“He is the essential Malaysian”

“I practically discovered him. I was impressed with his ideas. It is good to listen to
him because he comes up with ideas and he sees things from a different angle. He
is truly a Malaysian because he understands the needs of Malaysia. He is the essential
Malaysian who is concerned that everybody should move forward together.”
YABhg Tun Dr Mahathir bin Mohamad
Fourth Prime Minister of Malaysia, January 2010

“The University has transformed education”

“This university has achieved so much in so short a time because of its innovative
approach to everything. It deserves the title The University of Innovation because it has
transformed education in so many ways not only in this country but also overseas. I
don’t think there is any other institution of higher learning in Malaysia that’s done so
much to build bridges for Malaysian education to be exported to so many countries.”
YABhg Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
Fifth Prime Minister of Malaysia

“Father of Innovation in Creative Education”

“I would like to bestow a title for Tan Sri Limkokwing as the “Father of Innovation in
Creative Education” in Malaysia and in the region. I truly think that title is very deserved
and his records speaks for itself.”
YB Datuk Dr Maximus Johnity Ongkili
Former Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation, Malaysia

“A university that is an engine of growth for the economy”

“The initiative taken by Limkokwing University is none other than to contribute
towards the development of innovative and creative human capital in Malaysia
through our higher education system. It proves that an institution of higher learning
like Limkokwing University, can also become the country’s engine of growth by offering
and sharing knowledge for the development of the nation’s economy.”
YB Dato’ Seri Mohamed Khaled Nordin
Minister of Higher Education, Malaysia

“Engaging in entrepreneurship shifts young people from
being ‘job seekers’ to ‘job creators’”

“In order to harness and realize the full potential of youth as ground breakers of new
ideas, we must change societal perceptions, put in the hard work of providing the
right experiences and learning opportunities that are able to transform youth into
valuable members of society, as well as enhance the prospects of these young people.”
Datuk Seri Ir. Hj. Idris Haron
11th Melaka International Youth Dialogue, Melaka, June 2011

“Most globalised, most creative, most innovative”

“I find his drive and his energy truly amazing and I am not surprised that his students emulate
him to become prolific winners of creative awards that range from web, fashion, design and
architecture to film, music and advertising and so on, in fact in any field you will need
creativity and innovation. In Malaysia this is the most globalised, the most creative and
the most innovative university that keeps raising the benchmark for quality in education.
We Malaysians and students of Limkokwing are proud of Limkokwing University.”
YB Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai
Minister of Health, Malaysia

“You will transform the nation to become a
high-income economy”

“You are going to open many more doors to build new skills and unlock vast resources
of talent and expertise that lie untapped in those citizens who do not have the opportunity
to build their skills to access into high-income careers. The Government appreciates the
endeavours of the Limkokwing Academy of Creativity and Innovation. This definitely
will assist the country in its process of transformation to a high-income economy.”
YB Datuk Dr. S. Subramaniam
Minister of Human Resources, Malaysia

“Your untiring efforts have touched us all”

“It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I write to thank you and your team for the
tremendous contribution you have given our election campaign. Your untiring efforts
on our behalf have touched the hearts of us all and you have shown true friendship
and solidarity with the people of South Africa in our endeavour to transform the country
into a free, just and democratic country.”
H.E. Dr Nelson R. Mandela
President, Republic of South Africa, April 1994

“This university is part and parcel to strengthen
the African continent”

“Let me express my profound gratitude to Tan Sri Limkokwing, for the commitment
he has to the development and empowerment of African students. Through the
establishment of campuses on the Africa continent, this prestigious University has become
part and parcel of a bigger project on the African continent in strengthening its human
capacity and skills.”
H.E. Jacob G. Zuma
President of South Africa, 27 August 2013

“Limkokwing University is Swaziland’s
University of Transformation”

“Limkokwing has demonstrated a deep love for the African continent and has realized
that we need help in exposing our people to new technologies. We thank Limkokwing
for playing his part in capacitating our students to play their part in transforming the continent. Limkokwing University is providing the kind of degrees that empower Swazi
youth and I strongly believe the future of Swaziland is effectively being transformed in
Swaziland’s University of Transformation.”
His Majesty King Mswati III
Kingdom of Swaziland, July 2013

“The time is now.Transform Lesotho and take it to
the next level”

“In these five years, the university has opened many opportunities for thousands of our
young Basotho who are leaving high school every year. Without the establishment of
this creative university, many of our beloved children would still be on the streets as we
did not have enough tertiary institutions to take them to.”
Rt. Hon. Motsoahae Thomas Thabane
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Lesotho

“Our people are so inspired”

“I have already heard good things about Limkokwing, both here and elsewhere. This
institution brings with it an international reputation for being practical trendsetters.
I have heard it said that ordinary leaders direct, great leaders instruct, but the greatest
of leaders inspire. We have just seen an example of how that is done. Our young people
as we came through here are so inspired. It is impressive.”
H.E. Dr Festus G. Mogae
Former President, Republic of Botswana, May 2007

“The whole world is on this campus”
“This is a very impressive institution. It is obviously a creative place and everything you
see has a message of its own. It’s overwhelming speaking to people from every part of
the world in one place. You have everything from hair-design and fashion to animation and film. Here is truly a world of creativity.”
Mel Gibson
Award-winning Hollywood Actor, Producer and Director, September 2007

“Human capital empowerment in East Africa”

“For us to be able to obtain the objective of Vision 2030, we have to be engaged in a very
massive manpower development because we want to create a science-based economy that
is technology-based. So we need to empower our people this way. We see Limkokwing
University as one of the institutions that can help us achieve this objective.”
Rt. Hon. Raila Amolo Odinga
Former Prime Minister of Kenya

“Merging the best of East and West”

“The university is globally identified by its unique philosophy of merging the best of
East and West. With this in mind, Limkokwing provides something that young
Cambodians need - skills in digital technology and the creative knowledge to excel in
a fast-changing global environment.”
H.E. Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Teco Hun Sen
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, January 2008

“I’ve learned a lot in the university. To me execution is everything. I had
to instill in myself that commitment towards excellence and always go
the extra mile to make sure that I can achieve more, even if it meant
doing quick improvement on my work at the very last hour.”
Bruna Elisa, Brazil
Bachelor of Business (Hons) in International Business

“To me, Limkokwing is a branded university. During my course of
study, it was fun and we learnt many things. The open studio concept
for industrial design did generate a lot of participation and that made
the difference. Juniors and seniors were able to communicate with
each other and see each other’s work from time to time.”
Julien Becker, France
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Event Management

“It was a culture shock of sorts when I arrived at Limkokwing. So many
countries are here and the creative expression I witness every day is a
stimulant to my own creativity. This is an amazing place where skills in
other areas can be pursued.”
Bianca Birkholz, Germany
Bachelor of Business (Hons) in International Business

“The university is a place that helped me discover self-creativity. The
mixture of cultures from so many countries made me more independent and mature in my thinking. Limkokwing strengthened my belief
in myself and in my capabilities. It was my pillar and foundation.”
Dennis Coenraad, Netherlands
Professional Design (Visual Communication)
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“The University gave me the freedom to expand my creativity. It is
a fun place to learn in and the lecturers are like friends to the students.
I feel really comfortable and at home in Limkokwing.”
Maya Talpur, Pakistan
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Professional Design

“Students nowadays have to be more prepared as the education system
only teaches you the basics. You need to be persistent in everything
you do, get thrown into the deep end and still survive. Absorb as much
knowledge as possible. Limkokwing University gave me the best headstart to excel in my career.”
Alireza Khadembashi, Iran
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Industrial Design

“I’ve never regretted a day of my life in the university as the teaching
method is very hands on. There is a balance of practical and theoretical
learning. It encourages students to use part of the creative brain. That’s
how industry recognises the quality of Limkokwing graduates who are
all well prepared.”
Aqilah Lim, South Africa
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Professional Communication

“The University opened my mind to many things, how I perceive and
see the world. It opened my horizons and that made me a better leader.
It is a multi-racial and innovative University.”
Cheong Yee Sem, Malaysia
Bachelor of Arts in Interior Architecture
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Message from Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Paduka Limkokwing

THE WORLD ‘IMPOSSIBLE’ MUST
BECOME ‘I AM POSSIBLE”
One day soon, they say you can turbo-charge your brains to think faster and
further than you can imagine. One day soon, they say damaged body parts can
be regenerated to enable you to live for as long as you like. One day soon, they
say the intelligence of machines will overtake humans.
Countries that are wired to the future are the ones that will move ahead of the
rest. Countries that are not will be overtaken sooner or later. Without exception,
the most advanced economies have built enabling policies and super
infrastructures that will fast-track cutting-edge innovations. Without exception,
all advanced nations are driven by future-focused education and creativitydriven ecosystems.To keep pace with these countries, all countries must transform
to innovative economies. There are no other options, anyway.
We have no reasons to keep believing that we will forever be second best. For
too long, we have equated innovative mindsets with the West, as if somehow
they have a monopoly on coming up with creative and inventive solutions that
the rest of the world simply cannot grasp. This we know is far from the truth.
The balance of power is shifting. The world’s fastest growing economies are in
Asia. The world’s biggest youth population is in Africa. Women are the fastest
growing consumer market in the world. In this generation, we have the biggest
youth population ever in history.
Yet unemployment is the world’s fastest rising concern, and going by the numbers,
it’s a rising tide and some countries are already seeing the re-percussions of the
waves of frustration crashing on their shores.
Why has this happened? Many reasons for sure, including socio-economicpolitical issues, but the main contributor is surely the archaic education systems
that still plague many governments, and inhabit the classrooms. Between now
and the end of this decade, the world needs 400 million new jobs, not counting
the 200 million people that just need to get back to full employment.
3

At the launch of the Mahathir Award for Global Peace, dignitaries were invited to sign the giant
Pledge for Peace in support of the Foundation’s goals to promote peace throughout the world.

Youth are the biggest resource of every country, and schools and uni-versities
owe it to them to get themselves out of the rut they are in. They are a potent
force which can be used to unleash innovation. Let us make no mistake that
they are the game changers of economy, stability and peace. For them, we must
do what needs to be done. We can start by giving the word ‘impossible’ a new
meaning. It must become ‘I Am Possible.’

Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Paduka Dr Limkokwing
President,Limkokwing University of Creative Technology
President, Malaysia Digital Innovation Centre
President, ASEAN Digital Innovation Centre
President, Malaysia Content Creation Council
President, Limkokwing Innovation for Creative Excellence
President, Malaysia Institute of Directors
President, Malaysia Branding Innovation Council
President, Malaysia Creativity & Innovation Institute
Member, National Innovation Council
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WORLD BANK REPORT SHOWS
MALAYSIA’S EDUCATION SYSTEM IN
‘CRITICAL’ MODE
24 January 2014

The year 2013 ended on a low note for education when the World Bank made
a blunt assessment of the state of Malaysia’s public education system. The
December report - Malaysia Economic Monitor: High Performing Education
- revealed that the quality of education puts does not bode well for achieving
high income status by 2020. Why is the World Bank report significant? Because
they are number crunchers and it’s hard to argue with cold hard facts.

Trailing behind other East Asian countries
Perhaps one of the most shocking points is that not only are we trailing behind
high-performing education systems in East Asia, we also lagged behind lowerincome countries like Vietnam by a significant margin. Among East Asian
countries that participate in the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA), which compares the math, reading and science skills of secondary school
students around the world, Malaysian students lagged far behind their peers in
Singapore, who placed second behind top-scorers in Shanghai, China, as well as
15-year-olds in Thailand.
And the news doesn’t get better.We continue to slide in the Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) benchmark. Where Malaysia’s results
were “above the international average” between 1999 and 2003, it “declined
sharply in 2007 and further in 2011.”
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“The quality of cognitive skills of Malaysian students, as measured by standardised
international tests, is not on par with the country’s aspirations to become a highincome economy,”said the Report.

Big education budget, yet poor results
The Ministry of Education’s Preliminary Report on the Malaysia Education
Blueprint 2013-2025 notes that since Independence, the Education Ministry
has consistently received one of the highest budget allocations.
In 2011, Malaysia spent the equivalent of 3.8 per cent of its Gross Domestic
Product on education, or more than twice the average 1.8 per cent within
ASEAN nations.
There is no doubt that we have had our share of admirable results. In 2011, Malaysia
had achieved near universal enrolment at the primary level at 94%. Youth literacy
has risen from 88% in 1980 to near-universal literacy of 99% today.
But at a time when our neighbours are racing ahead, and we are being left
behind, we cannot afford to bury our heads in the sand.
Every year we are told the number of students in UPSR and SPM are getting more
and more A’s, yet when we are compared against others in our own neighbourhood
a different story emerges.
Examination results are concealed under the Official Secrets Act so no one really
knows where the discrepancy occurs. As with any health diagnosis, would we tolerate the doctor not showing us our test results so that we know exactly where
the problem is and what we need to change?
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From conform to transform
The World Bank noted that the Malaysian Education Blueprint 2013-2025
contained a progression towards a school-based management system that would
encourage greater autonomy, although it noted a “lack of specificity about how
such a system would operate.”
That the specifics are lacking is worrying to parents, educators and employers.
While the Blueprint says all the right things and its mission is undoubtedly sincere, are we not going to be hobbled without specifics and benchmarks?
The reality is that we have an entrenched system of conformity which we have
unfortunately equated to being of Asian descent. Too much of education
remains about fitting in, rather than standing out.
When we insist on conformity, we breed mediocrity. “After 12 years of conformity, we’ve pretty much put the minds of our children in a deep freeze.”
Perhaps the most depressing news out of the Report is that a whopping 93 per
cent of those applying for the Bachelor of Education programme did not have
the necessary academic qualifications (3 distinctions or more at SPM level),
while 70 per cent offered a place in the programme also fell into the category.
Only 3 per cent of offers went to applicants considered high-performers. That
- I have to admit - pretty much left me speechless.

Failure is not an option
Is there a silver lining to be found in this story? Yes, I believe that this report
and the increasingly loud frustrations being aired by parents and employers is
yielding some results.
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When parents are engaged and empowered, they can move mountains. They
have an inalienable right to be at the table to ensure that their children are getting the best the country has to offer.
Also recently, Andreas Schleicher, who heads the Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA) at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development said that educators must now make the most of the Blueprint.
This is a welcome news. But the challenges facing this country extend beyond
just education and on that note, we must be cautious.We must heed the voices
of reason, not those who want to drag us further down. Patriotism and globalisation can co-exist - in truth, anything else is a recipe for failure.
And we don’t have the option to fail. The rest of the world is racing ahead with
innovation and creativity because they know that these are the raw ingredients
of a competitive economy.
If they are not able to sharpen these skills in the current and next generations,
they know the socio-economic future of their countries will be at stake.
“If we are going to win the 100-metre sprint, we need to know at what speed we
need to train, and be willing to train like we’ve never trained before.”
We need to have the best coaches and the most stringent of tests to push ourselves
like we’ve never pushed ourselves before. The health of our education system is
in critical mode and we need to do everything we can to get it black in the pink
of health so that we can all breathe easier knowing this generation and the next
have a real shot at enjoying the fruits of a high-income economy.
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