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In a whole lifetime, one would probably be able to recall
very few people that had brought or ignited a sense of passion
and purpose in us, making us feel as if anything we
wanted were within our reach. 

They could be friends or strangers, idols,providing confidence
and clarity to our dreams, and direction, and leadership.
It is with this leadership that we thrive. Our minds accept.
And we choose to succeed. 

But what makes these people special? And how come
there are so few? 

Perhaps they possess something extra, showing strength
and leadership in a way that connects with our hearts? 

Maybe the difference is that they lead by example, as
amazing individuals, and not just success stories. Could
it be that they appeal to our desires to be the best version
of ourselves, even when we are scared and need a lift, in
what we choose to do, and whoever we want to become?
They are extraordinary people with a gift. 

They have a special energy, probably, that inspires us to
believe that all of us are able to achieve all the things we
imagine and more, to inspire other people through pursuing
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a vision, and to seek solutions to problems by approaching
them as opportunities. An infectious buzz pure as invisible
hope. We all have someone we count as remarkable. It is
a difficult emotion to describe. 

Sometimes it's even harder to meet them in person to say
thank you for the help. Or figure out just how to tell them
how you are a better person with the courage they provide. 

This book is the third volume in a series dedicated to one
such man with just that message. It carries thoughts and
sentiments from people, real and heartfelt about how they
have been touched enough to make a difference. It contains
the voices of young people from 100 countries who have
discovered their place in the world, and are beginning to map
out their own brilliant futures by following an example
shown to them through one person's on going journey.
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“This book is a humble tribute to our guiding light. We
are sure other publications will follow; publications about
his business accomplishments, campaigns for many a
noble cause, educational endeavours and behind-the-
scene contributions to the country. Through Tan Sri, we
learned to cultivate wisdom, love, ingenuity, courage,
determination and, of course, creativity. His guidance
gave us strength and confidence to be all that we aspire
to be. In our hearts, we admire this self-made man who
has achieved more than we can imagine possible for any
one person. We are indebted to him.”

-Inspiring Moments



A very chubby Tiffanee Marie on Tan Sri Lim’s uniformed lap next to the handsome Tun
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, former Prime Minister of Malaysia.
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Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dato' Dr Lim Kok Wing is
exactly someone that has managed to change the way we
see the world by teaching us what learning is all over again.

There is a spark added to whatever he does or wherever he
goes, and always the standards become higher and the
vision  more complete. It is evident in all of his work and
personality; making things that seem unachievable seem
easy, obvious and entirely heartfelt, because those who
know him, know that it is. He has empowered too many
to count, in many countries, through his ideas and humble
mannerisms, becoming “an icon in the realm of advertising,
a legend in the field of creativity and a pioneer of innovative
education,” as written by his students. 

I am proud to call him my dad. 

Foreword
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He is a designer through and through - and a perfectionist
at that. And the most conceptual person I've ever heard
of. Being in his presence is almost like sensory overload
because you're always concentrating on catching every
word and gesture because you know you'll benefit. There
is even a way he designs his sentences, using exactly the
right words and organizing his thoughts around the
point that he is focused on making. It is genius when he
talks about his ideas. And it doesn't end when he leaves
the office. He could go from envisioning the most impressive
campaign for the country's growth one minute to making
a joke about what was on television last night the next.
And he's really funny. 

His gift is the ability to make what is dreamt real. Paving
ways for those of us that need to make an impression. 

Tan Sri Lim has a distinct fascination with flight. When you
think about the concept of f light, the risks are tremendous.
You could plummet, breaking every bone in your body
and possibly your spirit, or you could soar higher, farther
and longer than you'd ever imagine. It's a risk, there is no
guarantee. But you'll never know if you don't try. 
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He has been named 'a dangerous man'; a serial innovator,
unrelenting in his sense of quality and grace, overachieving
and always delivering the goods.

What he teaches us is to learn. His guidance wills you to
move past the preset boundaries and do your own thing,
your own way. To be who you want to be, and be the best
at it. He is a self-made man who has achieved so much
more than we could ever imagine possible and still going.
And what he wants is for us to do the same. 

Magic provides a brief outline of the man himself and the
career he has had, but mainly is an exhibition of beautiful
people empowered. Pushed to places and mind frames
they couldn't predict.  And frankly it is the most rewarding
project I have been attached to so far. 

The word ‘Magic’was chosen because that is exactly what
it is. My dad is always fifteen steps ahead of me, and most
other people, and walking very fast. He doesn't break a sweat
and never slows down. In fact I think he's speeding up. People
blossom with his encouragement and in the environment
he has created. They sky rocket in confidence, becoming
stylish and polished, and radiant with integrity. 





The world exists in one place at Limkokwing. 25,000 creative minds from 140 countries
collaborate to build friendships and new ideas, preparing to become the next great
leaders of industry.



“On the Limkokwing campus, you cannot help but feel inspired. Inspired by the creativity-
charged enviroment, the large company of creative minds from more than 100 countries
and the daily buzz of activity. You are inspired to excel.”

Clavinna Phan 
Diploma in Multimedia, Advertising & Broadcasting, United Kingdom
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Tan Sri’s focus stretches beyond what he could do to help
his university and his students, but in fact he plans to
make improvements through these to his country and the
countries from which his students come from. It is the
simple idea that the best and most successful are the most
innovative, and the way to further develop the world is
through the people who will own it tomorrow. They
must have the skills that will make them leaders and not
followers. People must be able to live their dreams and
contribute their best to their societies.

YAB Dato’ Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi, The
Honourable Prime Minister of Malaysia commented:
“Tan Sri Lim Kok Wing is very committed to promoting
the best about Malaysia. He is proud to be Malaysian. He
believes in Malaysians. He cares about the country and
always tries to help in any way he can. He is a man who
doesn’t always need to be asked to help do something for
the country. He combines creativity and patriotism, and
has managed to highlight Malaysia as it should be done
to the rest of the world.”

Before deciding to print this book, I had wondered why
people from so many countries and creeds had chosen to come



“I had a sort of culture shock when I came to Limkokwing. 100 countries are here and
the creative expression that I witness everyday is a stimulant to my own creativity. The
campus is an amazing place where skills in other areas can be pursued to improve one’s
knowledge in the discipline we are interested in.”

Mark Alejandro 
Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film & Television, Norway
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to our campus in Cyberjaya, Malaysia, or the few others
we have created around the world. What is it that draws
them from their own countries all the way here, thinking
they will get something that they couldn't get elsewhere?
Why study in a university that is much younger and not
offering what the older universities normally offer? And
beyond that, in the special environment we have built,
how is it that these young people transform so quickly
into adults with such exuberant spirit? 

As Vice President Fajura Juffa puts it,“Wherever Tan Sri
goes, there is always hope.”

These questions prompted a series of conversations, with
many students and staff, pointing me in the same direction.
Alike, both recognise that it is the opportunities offered
here and ultimately the credibility of Tan Sri Lim and his
career that makes Limkokwing so different from the many
others. Somehow, and not surprisingly, they feel a part of
his vision incredibly proudly. They feel an energy buzzing
throughout the place, they say. His energy has made
them want to be better people. It was difficult not to turn
my findings into a book.
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In addition to the many foreign and Malaysian students
quoted in this book, Magic also includes sentiments shared
by a smattering of people representing many different
backgrounds and professions. There are messages from
fashion designers, singers, politicians, professors, movie stars,
newspapers and magazines, diplomats, top businessmen
and even royals. 

It is the continuation of Inspiring Moments, a publication
produced solely by a group of students completely on their
own prerogative. It was “The Anthology of Glimpses by
Mass Communication Students- Class of 2001.” 

And since 2001 much has changed. Tan Sri has over and
over again proven that he is everything his name resonates:
visionary, exemplary, nothing less than extraordinary
quality. At a glance, the Limkokwing Institute has gone
from University College to University, with now campuses
on three continents, in London, Beijing, Jakarta,
Cambodia, Malaysia, Lesotho, Swaziland, Botswana and
many more to come. His accolades have been building,
spreading, always innovating. 

There are many more things to know about this man and
his university that have not been mentioned, many more
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contributions and ideas that have been benefited from and
brought to life, but if listing them all had been the goal, it
would have turned into a very different (and much thicker)
book. The pages to come provide an outline. You can imagine
the things that happened in between - the people that have
come through Limkokwing's doors, the exhibitions that
have been produced, the recognition that has been earned,
the hearts and minds that have been moved.

I am humbled by the young individuals who chose to honour
my father in the way that they did. As an individual, I
thank them and as a person awed by his genius just as
they are, I praise them. For by writing Inspiring Moments
they really have made themselves as inspiring as they
claim to have found him. 

Many thanks to all the contributors, new and old, from an
unbelievable 100 countries who have poured out reasons
to develop this version into a global conversation; it might
have resulted in another 'first'. 

Big love to Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dato' Dr Lim Kok
Wing too- he had all the firsts before and just shines. We
must all learn from your patience and wisdom and strength. 



A computer generated image of a submarine revolutionising the Malaysian turtle, designed
by Limkokwing alumnus Tan Jin Ho. The innovative approach taken in transforming the
turtle’s natural ability to swim into a computerised vessel represents the creative skills needed
to drive forward change in the new economy.
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Mindpower

“Mindpower turns dreams into
stunning reality” 

Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dato' Dr Lim Kok Wing

It is minds that are stimulated to think in extraordinary
ways that are able to turn dreams into reality. Countries
that attract these minds from around the world grow
wealthy and powerful. They understand that the mind is
the most powerful resource they can ever possess. 

The Great Wall of China, Pyramids, Taj Mahal and the
rest of the Seven Wonders of the World began as dreams of
great builders and rulers. And the dreams of others created
great inventions and innovations in astronomy, medicine,
agriculture and other sectors of life upon which we have



built our progress. It is astonishing that ancient Man was
capable of such fantastic creations that we, in the present
time, still ponder on how they had managed these great feats.

As humans, we have always aspired to travel as far or as fast
or as high as we can. Physically, intellectually, spiritually.
The idea of  flight has fascinated, challenged, and inspired
many since the beginning of time. 

Certainly, Eastern and Western cultures contain many
gods, goddesses or 'special beings' who have wings or are
bird-like creatures.

We are fascinated by flight. Why?

To fly is to try something new.

In the English language, physical and intellectual flight
is often fused.

We talk about how the 'the sky is the limit.' We refer to
the search for 'new horizons.' We measure success in
terms of flight. 'There goes a high flyer.' 

But what if the mechanism enabling flight is in your
name? Would it be your fate? 

When you set your mind to something, what really is
impossible?
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As someone that has made a habit of breaking boundaries,
Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Lim Kok Wing has brought
truth and proof to the point that nothing is impossible.
He hardly enjoys the word 'impossible.' 

Ismail Sodique, Maldives: “Around Limkokwing you
will often hear words like 'be innovative' or 'be the best'.
Tan Sri himself is the truest example of these words; you
cannot help but to be inspired and work harder to achieve
your own goals.”

Sadaf Rana, Pakistan: "I used to think creativity was
only about art and design. Boy, was I wrong! I learnt that
creativity is for everybody. Even if you're a doctor or a
scientist you still need to be creative if you want to make
a difference. Just by being able to think creatively I find I
can make the world around me a better place."

Fedro Mulia Harahap, Indonesia: "The power to change
the world! That's me. That's what I'm going to do. When
I go back home I will bring back all the new knowledge to
pass on to my community. I want them to know that they
are inferior to nobody. That they can change the world
just by being the best they can be. That's what I have
learnt at Limkokwing."



“I have always been fascinated by Asia and I am very glad I chose to come to Limkokwing
as I don’t just get to know Asia better but I also get to know more about Middle-East and
Africa. I am going to cram in as much as I can so that my testimonial when I graduate will
guarantee that I secure the job I want in the company I want.”

Carmen Wesch 
Bachelor of Business Administration, Germany
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Interior designer Nor Allia Merzouk, Algeria: “I'm at
Limkokwing for the way it can and has opened my mind.
The international community exposes you to different
perspectives, giving you new situations to learn from and
new ideas for your inspiration.”

Kahuga Laura Shirley Kihumuro, Uganda: “Limkokwing
teaches ordinary people to achieve extraordinary things.”

Tan Sri explains: “Power comes from knowing, because
knowledge makes the impossible possible, the difficult
easy and the unknown known.

“Knowledge will help you gain an edge in the world of
trade and commerce. Knowledge will enable you to become
more progressive, cohesive, and united. Bear this in mind
in all your endeavours and you will succeed, but more
than that you will be an asset to the nation of your birth.

“Imagination is what empowers us to soar in mind and
spirit-to reach higher, to dream the impossible, to express,
if not explain the human condition.”

Andrea Chong is among the adherents to this approach,
saying, “Everything is possible when you think big. Tan
Sri's vision and mantra is exemplary. If I were asked to do



“Students are encouraged to think, asked to question the status-quo and given the freedom
to create. It is with this philosophy of learning that I am where I am today. The number
of successful graduates from Limkokwing University is a testament to Tan Sri’ passion
and faith in the young generation, bringing out the leadership qualities instilled in each
one of us, and giving us the belief that we can make change, we can make a difference
and we can believe.
Tan Sri once said to me ‘The world is small, go make it big’. It is this statement that
guides me both in my career, and life. He truly is an inspiration to me and to thousands
of students who have graduated from Limkokwing University.”

Amol Gurung 
Director International Development, 

Limkokwing University London Campus



2424

anything similar to what Tan Sri has achieved, I would
probably give up sooner or later because for most people,
achieving so much in one’s lifetime is unbelievable. It is
Tan Sri's driving spirit that carries him and that deserves
everlasting homage.”

Lesego Goitsemang,Botswana: “Every working experience
with Tan Sri is an eye-opener. They have brought out
qualities in me I never knew I had. Every task I undertake
develops new potential in me, and most of all, working to
the best of my abilities and thinking beyond limits.”

Phung Siew May, Malaysia: “Tan Sri gave me one
piece of advice that still rings loud and clear: 'Creativity
has no limits. As long as you work and expand on it, you
can achieve it.' A tall order? I don't think so. I am already
applying my creative skills to a number of things. It's
both fun and challenging.”

Muhammad Umar Razak, Pakistan: “There is a kalei-
doscope of feelings on campus. The feelings are as global as
the campus is. Most important is the pride that you feel
when you sit and chat with any student at the campus - the
pride in belonging to and owning a part of the place
which is one of the best names in South - East Asia.”



One of Tan Sri Lim’s powerful creative mantras from his days in the advertising world.
The page is taken from the publication Word and Deed, a book explaining the factors that
make up successful advertising.
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